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at The Art of Fashion Show.
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See Candidates,  Page 5

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

L
ocal and statewide can
didates for office ap-
peared at an unprec-
edented forum in North-

ern Virginia last weekend, a col-
laboration of minority business
groups of blacks, Hispanics and
Asians. But as candidates arrived
at the Annandale campus of the
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege for a Sunday afternoon forum,
voters realized that the tone of the
campaign would remain unrelent-
ingly negative.

“All three of the Republican can-
didates are Tea Party right wing
extremists,” said Del. Ken Plum (D-
36), who is running unopposed.
“Look at their records and their
stands on the issues.”

Plum attacked Cuccinelli’s law-
suit against the Affordable Care Act
as well as his investigation into a
University of Virginia professor
studying climate change. The long-
time delegate also said the Repub-
lican attorney general candidate
Sen. Mark Obenshain (R-25) has a
similar record, including a bill that
would have required women to re-
port abortions to police. Together
with the candidate for lieutenant
governor, Plum said, the ticket is Tea
Party from top to bottom.

“For some reason, some folks in
the Democratic Party think that the
label Tea Party is going to stimu-
late some kind of negative feelings,”
said Jay McConville, chairman of
the Fairfax County Republican Com-
mittee. “But I think those people are
great patriots, and they are support-
ing the candidates they think are
best for the commonwealth.”

AS CANDIDATES for governor
took the stage to make their case to
voters, the tone of the campaign
remained starkly negative. Each of
the candidates spent as much time
talking about their own vision of the
future as they did castigating their
opponent as someone who would
harm Virginia. For Republican At-
torney General Ken Cuccinelli: “My
time as attorney general and my
time in the state Senate leaves me
as the only candidate who would
show up on day one knowing how
Virginia government works from
having participated in it. I will not
need on-the-job training if you elect
me on Nov. 5, and I’m the only can-
didate who can say that.”

For weeks, Republicans have

been criticizing Democrat Terry
McAuliffe for threatening to shut
down Virginia government unless
the General Assembly agreed to
expand Medicaid. McAuliffe at-
tempted to beat back that argu-
ment during the Fairfax Chamber
of Commerce debate, pledging that
he would not force a shutdown.
Meanwhile, the Democrat is now
criticizing the Republican for ap-
pearing at a fundraiser with Texas
Sen. Ted Cruz, whom Democrats
say is the architect of the govern-
ment shutdown.

“Ken Cuccinelli was apparently
more concerned about his reputa-
tion with the Tea Party than with
ending the government shutdown
that is undermining Virginia’s
economy,” said McAulifffe. “It’s the
obligation of Virginians to send a
message to Washington. A govern-
ment shutdown should never be a
bargaining chip.”

WITH ELECTION DAY only four
weeks away, candidates and their
advisors are preparing for the most
intense and high-stakes portion of
the race. Both of the major-party
candidates are responding to that
dynamic by trying to frame their
opposition in the most negative
way possible. That leaves Libertar-
ian candidate Robert Sarvis rising
in the polls as his opponents take
shots at each other. After McAuliffe
and Cuccinnelli finished Sunday
evening, Sarvis offered a critical
review.

“A lot of negative attacks. Not a
whole lot of substance,” said Sarvis,
who is polling at about 10 percent
support. “And if you want to see
dysfunction of voting out of fear for
the lesser of two evils, look at the
federal government right now.”

After the candidates were fin-
ished making their pitches, many
of the voters had a hard time pro-
cessing what they heard. The stump
speeches left many wondering what
the candidates would do if elected.
Many of the voters at the Annandale
forum said they felt the tone of the
campaign had become distractingly
negative, a series of attacks and
counter-attacks that left many feel-
ing isolated from the process.

“Politics has become a blame
game,” said Deborah Williams of
Fairfax City. “They are always talk-
ing about what the other candidate
is and how that’s not working, but
they never say how they can fix it

Candidates appear at minority
business forum, on the attack.

Negative Campaign
News

See Goodwill,  Page 5

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

A
rlington’s Artisphere
featured the Fashion of
Goodwill Runway

Show and Gala on Tuesday,
Sept. 24, which raised about
$155,000 for the cause. With
the theme “The Art of Fashion,”
Vietnamese designer Tu-Anh
Nguyen of Fairfax created the
show from hand-selected items
found at Goodwill of Greater
Washington’s 15 retail stores.

The show featured 20 mod-
els sporting 150 vintage and
contemporary outfits in an un-
derstated white room with sil-
ver chairs and accents to put the focus on the
models. Tu-Anh was inspired by TV’s “Mad Men”
(Megan and Betty Draper), and scanned local
Goodwill stores for four months to find 1960s-in-
fused items. She organized clothing by color —
full scenes in Pink: Romance, Metallic Neutrals,
and Gotta Love Black and White. “So keeping
things simple and focusing on the models is much
better,” she said.

“Everything that was featured in the show was
donated to Goodwill,” said Brendan Hurley, chief
marketing officer. “Everything was pulled from the
racks of our retail stores.” Proceeds go to Goodwill’s
free job-training for careers in hospitality and un-
armed security services, as well as supporting
people with disabilities and disadvantages.

Saxophonist Johnny Long meandered on the

runway while DJ Heather Femia
selected psychedelic Austin
Powers and James Bond-in-
spired tunes.

Tu-Anh used terms like “raw, unfinished and
accidental” to describe pieces she selected off the
rack. “As I was pulling, the amazing pieces that I
found, it all just tied in,” said Tu-Anh, who gradu-
ated from Oakton High School and FIT in New
York in the 1990s.

“If it’s not sexy, stylish and timeless, then I’m
not going to pull it,” she said. “Less is more —
that’s my branding … If you overdo it, it looks
outdated,” she added. The clothing was not modi-
fied in any way — just steamed and ironed.

Fashion assistant Morgan Swersey, 22, of
Woodbridge just grabbed a rolling rack and cart at
Goodwill stores. “I would pull things that I thought
would fit the theme,” she said. “I had the general

Goodwill Fashion Show at Artisphere
Designer Tu-Anh Nguyen selects
used clothing from Goodwill stores.

Fashion designer Tu-Anh
Nguyen hand-selected
clothing from Goodwill
stores.

Model Jen Corey, 26, of
Crystal City is a former
Miss D.C. from the Miss
America Pageant.

Models at The Fashion of Goodwill Runway Show and Gala at The Artisphere.
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Handyman Services
Available!!

Bath Packages
Available!!

From Page 3

News

or what is going to lead to fixing it.”

RECENT POLLS have shown a clear and growing
lead for McAuliffe, with the Democrat running 5-7
percentage points ahead of the Republicans. That lead
grows even larger if the Libertarian is included in the
polls, giving the Democrat an eight-point lead in one
poll. Republicans reject the idea that their candidates
are in trouble, though. When asked about polling
numbers, McConville said Republicans seem more
motivated than the Democrats.

“I think that there’s a lack of feeling of that same

kind of excitement on the McAuliffe side,” said
McConville. “He’s obviously a problematic candidate.”

Democrats say they feel national Republicans have
delivered an October surprise that has harmed their
side, the government shutdown. On the campaign
trail and in interviews, Democrats are making the case
that Cuccinelli and the Republican ticket are aligned
with obstructionists in Washington.

“I feel that Ken Cuccinelli is at a desperate point in
his campaign,” said Del. Charniele Herring (D-46),
who is chairwoman of the Democratic Party of Vir-
ginia. “He attacked Terry time and time again instead
of talking about what he would do for Virginia.”

Candidates Spar at Forum

Republican Ken Cuccinelli
speaks at the Annandale
campus of the Northern
Virginia Community Col-
lege

Democrat Terry McAuliffe
takes the stage at the
Annandale campus of the
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College.

Libertarian candidate
Robert Sarvis greets voters
at the Annandale campus
of the Northern Virginia
Community College.

Photos by Michael Lee Pope/The Connection

From Page 3

theme, but Tu-Anh had her vision.” The Madison High
grad who worked since May described the process
like a puzzle — combining different clothing together.

Sporting fake eyelashes and a beehive flip, model
Jen Corey, 26, of Crystal City changed outfits 10 times.
Corey was inspired by the retro-1960s style of Joan
Harris of “Mad Men,” because “she’s curvy and so am
I.” An opera singer, Corey was a former Miss District
of Columbia (2009) in the Miss America Pageant, and
works as an event planner in Georgetown for her day
job.

Events coordinator Leigh Frigm, 27, of Burke, com-
municated with the models, volunteers and photog-
raphers, handling all of the logistics. “This is my first
time coordinating behind-the-scenes in a fashion
show, and I enjoyed the fast-pace of it,” said Frigm,
who also modeled.

Em Hall of Chicago helped get the word out on
social media, blogging, Facebook and Twitter. “Our
idea was to tease different aspects of the show,” she
said. “I love fashion. To do something fashionable for
a good cause is exciting.”

Tu-Anh was on cloud-nine the day afterwards, she
said: “The reactions and expressions on people’s faces
during and after the event and seeing people enjoy-
ing themselves and shopping with passion made it
even more wonderful.”

Arts patron Gladys Kemp Lisanby, a Goodwill Guild
supporter and member of the Goodwill Board of Trust-
ees, who with her late husband James, was honored
for their support to Goodwill.

After the show ended, everything went on sale for
under $100 in a popup retail store. Breyana Lehman
of Fairfax bought designer shoes for $19.98. “I’ve al-
ways been a bargain shopper, but had no idea that
such exciting, trendy pieces were available at my lo-
cal Goodwill stores.”

Danielle Smith of Clifton loved the show, and said
she had never considered shopping at Goodwill, “but
I am now a convert.”

Corporate sponsors were Pepco and CapitalOne
Bank, among others. A cocktail reception with hors
d’oeuvres by Geppetto Catering preceded the show.

For more details, visit www.dcgoodwill.org and
www.tu-anh.com.

Goodwill Fashion Show at Artisphere
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